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A number of articles have been presented in the Bulletin over the 
years on the W. H. Everett & Son Ltd private underprint. (Mike 
Burrows Bulletin 170, Gordan Ward Bulletin 260, Dave Hill 
Bulletin 310). To cut a long story short, Arthur Everett invented and 
patented an inking roller that could be used to print the initials of a 
company on the back of stamps — over the gum. They applied to the 
Post Office to use this device for the stamps used by the family 
company of W. H. Everett & Son Limited and finally in 1903 were 
ee À given permission to use it. They even 
W H SWH tried marketing the device for £1 
er ee ak Pa although there is no evidence that any 
att Ay other company used this method of 
security endorsing their stamps. By 
esccceseceseeed 1914 they had lost most of their staff to 
the war effort and were heavily 
dependant on casual staff. So in 1915 
they decided they needed a more secure 
device and started to use perfins and are 
known to have used a capital “E” perfin 
although until now the exact die was 
not known. 
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Last month a dealer sent me 
information on a major collection of 
private underprints and overprints — material that is rarely seen in any 
quantity. However the prices were way outside my league. The 
dealer had included photocopies of the backs of the stamps and 
included was the mint block shown above with the WH/E&S/Ltd 
underprint on George V 1912 1d — priced at £1750. Looking closely 
at the block it can be seen that it’s in fact a block of four with the last 
two imprints being made on the stamp sheet selvedge. 





Also included was an even more interesting piece, a strip of six with 
both the underprint and perfin “E”. I contacted the dealer to find out 
what stamps these were struck on, as he had given no description for 
the item. He replied that the strip was actually an interpanneau strip 
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from an Edward VII 6d value sheet. The price for this item was £375. 
The King George V 6d was introduced in August 1913 so this strip 
cannot date from much later than early 1914 unless the company had 
some Edward VII stamps left over and this was a test strip of their 
new perfin machine. 
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As can be seen the die appears to be a multi-head with at least three 
patterns. There are only two 10-pin perfin dies that are likely 
contenders for this die. Measuring the base of the E 
on the photocopy gives 5.5mm, which is midway 
between the measurements given for E0010.09 
(6mm) and E0010.10 (Smm). However most 
photocopiers are known to slightly reduce the size of 
the image. Looking at the dates of use of the two 
dies I think the die is E0010.09, which was used 
between 1915-1939 and is recorded with Ludgate 
Circus, London and NPB cancels. Inspection of a 1915 London 
directory shows that 





E0010.09 


“EVERETT” 


William Henry Everett | 

& Son Lid were ieee -STAMP DETECTOR \ wf 1 J) Paal 
wholesale newsvendors mame aes iit cae ag L 
based at 11 St. Bride eee mae cece (ASG Pm. 
St, London EC, which adnam e ae 
ties in well with the 


recorded cancellations. 
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Price (complete) One Pound. 


‘This la nol ometewih of the price of a mate, bat is o hundred 
‘Views more eiective. 


Die E0010.10 though |y y veme & son. Ur, 

appears to predate this ee 

die as its recorded Used faamu nmemmarnar mam oO 
in Oct 1904. It is also jerine eos ere 
recorded being used in 
Sheffield and London but I can find no link between Everett and any 


operation in Sheffield. So E0010.10 can clearly be eliminated. 
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